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Successfully cleaning different
fiber-connector types

Tools and practices wil differ depending on the

convenient and quick. Theyare buik for

type of fiber connector you're dleaning high-Bber-count applications and are 3
soodoption for mecium contamination.
BY BRIAN TEAGUE, Sticklers and TYLER 1t is important to know how to use
loithese fiber deaning tols cor-
VANDER PLOEG, VIAVI Soktons et becase fused mproperly they
cancause more damage than good. One
cxample s the buildup ofclectrostatic
charge, Because contamination such
In previous columns, we discussed the  onboth sdes ofa fiber connection vill s dust partcks areso small.they can
importanceof the Inspect BeforeYou  guarantce fibercannectorsarefree belocked into place onan endface by a
Connect (IBYC) process. andhowthe  of contamination. staticcharge generated when usig -
processis vital tothe sucessfulper- proper cleaning methods.
formance ofa network.Inthis issue,  Stick o dicker? Staic charge can come from sing &
we ocusoncleaning andhowtodo  Ift s found following theinspection.  mechanieal cleaning ool mulple times.
tsuccesdlly that dleaning s required.thereisa in quick successon,or wpingan end-
Clesning i not merely impartant. L choice of cleaning tools. The more-tra- face with a dry wipe. Becausefber con-
s critcaltothe longs e relablity o ditonal” method of sticks and ipes are  nectors are made with dielectric mate-
any etwork. But what are the best tools great onlow ibercaunts. They are mare.  rials,they areeffectively ancectrical
for the job? I alldepends on the con- thorough tocaslydeal withhighcon-  insulator,so thestaticcharge has no

tamination you are dealing with. The
stick and the clicker”style cleaning
tools workwellindifferent situations.
Soitis mpartant o assess what you are
cleaning first. with the IBYC process.
IBYC i a procedure that will ensure:
periectlyclean fiber every timeand in-
cludes the simplesteps of:inspect, clean
(frequired).renspect, and finallycon-
nect. Undertaking the IBYC process.

Cleaning sicks, ke this one, and wipes
work well o low fiber counts. They.
‘eal wel with high contaminaton,

and are often used inthe field where

a high level of contamination is
more liely
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tamination, working well out in the feld  place o go and can sick to the endface
wherethisis morelikely When using  indefinitely f not leaned correctly.
stick cleaners, only otatein theone di-
rection; usually 4 toS rotationsissuf-  Cleaning fluid: Chocse wisely
ficient. And importantly. remember to The casiest way to liminate contami-
use anly ane stick per endiace toavoid  nation caused byan cletrostatic charge
cross-contamination. s through a et dry cleaning process
“The ‘moden” licker-type cleaners  using an appropriate optical-grade
and cassete tools arepopular within  cleaning
the industry as they are
extremely
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